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Report: 98 Percent Of U.S. Commuters
Favor Public Transportation For Others

WASHINGTON, IX A study released
Monday by the Amencan  Public
Fransportation Association reveals that 98

cent of Americans support the use of

transit by others

Mass

Vith traffic congestion, pollution, and

s all getting wor

oil shortag e, now is the

to affordable, efficient public
transportation,” APTA director Howard
Collier said, “Fortunately, as this report
shows, Amencans have finally recognized
the need for evervone else to do exactly
that

OFf the study’s 5,200 participants, 44 per
cemt cited faster commutes as the primary
reason to expand public transportation
followed closely by shorter lines at the gas

imental and energy con

CCIms rar 1 distant third and fourth
respectively

Anaheim, CA, resident Lance Holland
who drives 80 miles a day to his job in
downtown Los Angeles, was among the
proponents of public transit

Expanding mass transit isn't just a good

Holland N

iden, it's & neces

drive to work is unbelievable. | spend more

two hours stuck in 12 lanes of traffic
about time somebody did something to

s off the r

get some of these other ¢

s transit will nat

Public support for m

rrally lead to its expansio
ment, Los Ang

Transportation

es County Metropolitan

ity officials sad

"“With everyone behind it, we'll be abl

expand bus routes, create park-and-ride

programs, and build entire new Metrolink

commuter-rail lines” LACMTA president

Howard Sager said. "It’s almost a e |

w anvone who wil using

Sager said he expects wide-scale expan

ston of safe, efhicy

COONOMIK

mass-transit systems to reduce traffic con

gestion in all major metropolitan areas in

the coming dex

es
Improving public transportation will d

i
f good, creating jobs, revital

@ great dea

win areas, and reducing pollu
tion,” Sager said. "It also means a 1ot to me
personally, as it should cut 20 to 25 min
utes off my momming drive

The APTA study also noted that of the 98
percent of Americans who drive to work
94 percent are the sole occupant of their
automobile

"When public transportation s not

practical, commuters should at least be

carpooling.” Collier said. *\

Most people
unlike me, probably work near someont
they know and don't need to be dnving
alone

Collier said he hopes the study serves as
un wake-up call to Amencans. In conjung
tion with its release, the APTA is Kicking

off & campaign
with the slogan, “Take The Bus... Il
Glad You Did

I'he car

O promote mass transs

POIRN IS Inteng

size the inconvenience and soc

with using public

tion, focusing inste on the

Among these positives
=sh alr while waiting ot the bus

stop, the chance to meet interesting peopls

array of

s, and the opportunity to

learn new langwi ingg subway

ads written in Spanish

People need to realize that public trans
portation isn't just for some poor sucker to
take to work.” Collier said."He should als

be taking it to the shopp the

supermarket, and the lnundromat." o
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world has changed: St. Peter's Square in 2005 and

!
"Me

Michael Sohnh AP

‘NBC NEWS
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